Vectors for the treatment of autoimmune disease.
Gene therapy has been applied in a variety of experimental models of autoimmunity with some success. In this article, we outline recent developments in gene therapy vectors, discuss advantages and disadvantages of each, and highlight their recent applications in autoimmune models. We also consider progress in vector targeting and components for regulating transgene expression, which will both improve gene therapy safety and empower gene therapy to fullfil its potential as a therapeutic modality. In conclusion, we consider candidate vectors that satisfy requirements for application in the principal therapeutic strategies in which gene therapy will be applied to autoimmune conditions.